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 On May 24th this past week, 

Bishop Loughlin had its annual Sen-

ior Prom at the Grand Prospect Hall 

in Park Slope. Students danced the 

night away to the latest songs and 

celebrated their impending gradua-

tion. 

 In a nod to fairness, the 

tradition at Loughlin has been for 

the titles of Prom King and 

Queen to be decided by being 

pulled out of a hat to give all stu-

dents an equal chance of being 

royalty for the night. This year, 

track Star D’Andre Barriffe was 

chosen as Prom King and coinci-

dentally, his date/best friend 

Alana Archer was lucky enough 

to be made Prom Queen. It was 

the first time in years that the King 

and Queen were actually each 

other’s dates. 

 To cap off the evening, Ms. 

Gottsegen, Loughlin’s beloved Vice

-Principal, celebrated a milestone 

birthday and was surprised with a 

cake by the students. 

A Night of Style: 

Prom 2018 

 

In this 

Edition:  

Throwback 
Thursday: 

The Best of the 
Jamesonian from 

yester-year 

Spring Concert 

and Seussical 
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Softball 

programs soar 

this season. 
 

Sports 

Left: Prom King & Queen, D’Andre Barriffe & Alana Archer 

Center: Jamesonian writer, Samuel Sexton III 

Right: Rose Molina Gonzalez and Jason Martinez 

Graduation Livestream 
6/2/18  10:00am 

Watch graduation live, visit our website 

for more information. 



 

 

2  The Jamesonian   June 2018 

News 

The Jamesonian 

Bishop Loughlin Memorial 

High School  

357 Clermont Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11238 

(718)-857-2700 

 

 

Faculty Moderator 

Mr. Ryan  

 

With Special Thanks To: 

Maria Seminara 

Mrs. Bratichak 

Ms. Gottsegen 

Mr. Mangar 

 

Contributing Writers 

Samuel Sexton ‘18 

Phinette Edwards ‘20 

Deneana Nazaire ‘20 

Jiaqi Liu      ‘19 

Alexander Jackson ‘18 

Cheyenne Edwards ‘18 

Rebecca John ‘18 

Disagree with what you’re 

reading on this page?  

Come to the next meeting of  

The Jamesonian 

and write your own opinion 

piece. We meet on 

Wednesdays in room 217.  

The Jamesonian is a student-generated newspaper 

that reflects the interests of the Bishop Loughlin 

High School student body. The opinions and view-

points are not necessarily those of the moderators 

or the administration of Bishop Loughlin High 

School. Letters to the editors should be left in the 

Jamesonian  mailbox in the library. All letters must 

be signed. Writers may request  anonymity.  

By Rebecca John 

 

 Since 1955, Brother Peter Baldwin has been a pillar 

of the Loughlin Community, famous for his tireless work 

in the Guidance Department where he helps several thriv-

ing seniors every year. He dedicates his entire day to sup-

port the soon to be graduating class to earn a large number 

of scholarships and awards. How appropriate is it then that 

there is now a scholarship in his name? 

 

 This past January, the living legend celebrated his 

90th Birthday at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Manhattan. 

Brother Joe Reilly and Everett supplied the mass’s music 

and one of Brother Peter’s longtime friends said the Mass. 

 

 To cap off the event, it was announced that a schol-

arship fund is being set up in Brother Peter’s name. Brother 

Peter, ever so humble, accepted the honor for all the Broth-

ers that have worked at Loughlin. Hundreds of alumni have 

since contributed to the Brother Peter Scholarship Fund, 

hoping to give future students the chance they need. 

 

 In honor of Brother’s Peter’s celebration, the 

Jamesonian would like to share one of his latest poems, 

posted below. 

 

 My life has fallen into the sear 

 the yellow leaf - but I am 

 more unfortunate than Macbeth, 

 with troops of friends who love and honor me, 

 who choose to bury my faults, 

 and praise my virtues - real or imagined. 

 And until my revels end 

 and my little life is rounded with a sleep, 

 why not be grateful. 

Brother Peter’s Milestone 

and the Brother Peter Fund 
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News 

   By Jamesonian Staff 

On April 12th, Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio, the Bishop of 

Brooklyn, visited BLMHS to pre-

side over an Easter Liturgy of the 

Word for all Loughlin students in 

the auditorium. Assisting the 

Bishop in the service were Mr. 

Bliss and Father Willy Kingsley. 

After the liturgy, there was a meet 

and greet in the library to answer 

questions from a select group of 

Juniors and Seniors. 

At the prayer service, 

Bishop DiMarzio made special 

reference to the upcoming Synod 

on Young People and the report 

that was produced as a result of 

the Pre Synod. More than 300 

young people from all over the 

world met with the Pope in 

March. At the Pre Synod meeting 

the Pope urged young people to 

speak bravely, raise their voices 

and never be quiet.  

During both the prayer ser-

vice and the talk in the library, 

Bishop DiMarzio discussed and 

emphasized the difference be-

tween religion and spirituality that 

he feels has become a hot button 

issue of modern society. During 

the Q&A in the library, the Bishop 

stressed the many ways Catholi-

cism can relate to teenagers’ lives. 

Bishop DiMarzio is a na-

tive of Newark, New Jersey has 

been serving the Catholic Church 

since he was first ordained in May 

of 1970 and became the 7th 

Bishop of Brooklyn in 2003. 

Bishop DiMarzio Stresses 

the Importance of Religion 

Bishop DiMarzio and Brother Dennis 

survey the crowd. 

Our Bishop answers a student’s question in the Library Media Center 

A Special Message to 

Our Alumni 
 

By Linda Ineus 
 

 There are no words to say 

how thankful the Class of 2018 is 

for the generous donations and sup-

port that has helped to shape our 

education here at Loughlin. 

 If it was not for all our 

alumni, many students would not 

have had the opportunity to attend 

such a prestigious school that devel-

ops leadership and character in 

every one of us. 

 Many alums have partici-

pated in events at Loughlin with the 

students to inform them of all the 

possibilities after Loughlin. Alums 

are living proof that success is pos-

sible for everyone. Loughlin has 

shaped us to be learners of today to 

grow and be leaders of tomorrow. 

 Each and every day, when I 

walk into Loughlin I know I am 

blessed to be surrounded by people 

who care which helps create a fam-

ily atmosphere filled with love. But, 

I am even more blessed to know that 

someone out there cares enough to 

help fund my education which has 

allowed me to attend Loughlin. 

 So, thank you Alums! Thank 

you in abundance! As Class of 2018 

moves on to our next chapter we 

hope that one day we can to give 

back to the school that has nurtured 

us for 4 years and taught us that “to 

whom much is given, much is ex-

pected.” 



 

 

Senior Spotlight 

Throwback Thursday Edition 



 

 

Senior Spotlight 

Tatsuya Rivera 

After knocking it down to two 

choices Tatsuya Rivera, a current sen-

ior, decided he would attend Bishop 

Loughlin to continue his education. 

The sense of family he felt here at 

Loughlin, along with scholarship 

money, was what influenced his deci-

sion. Entering as a freshman and now 

being a senior he admits that "I used 

to be more shy but I grew from ex-

perience is inside and outside of 

Loughlin." And it has seen from the 

various extracurriculars he is involved 

in now. From being shy to becoming 

a more outgoing person in the past 

four years he is now the current presi-

dent of anime club, a house executive, 

and a singer in the school small band. 

Along with this list of extracurriculars 

he admits that it is hard to maintain 

good grades when taking honors 

courses but adds on saying that he is 

always pushing himself out of his 

comfort zone. Explaining why except 

the challenge of taking honors 

courses and encourages underclass-

men to do the same. He also men-

tioned that underclassmen to try not 

to go up too fast because senior 

comes quickly and you will soon be 

expected to act grown-up and enter 

the real, adult world. in light of this 

Tatsuya mentions that he hopes to 

study political science next year so 

that he can "help people in the way he 

knows he can and create a row to ad-

vocacy." When asked what animal 

would best describe him he says a 

chameleon because "they are always 

changing." Which shows us that even 

after high school Tatsuya still wants 

to help others and continue changing 

and improving himself. He thinks 

Loughlin for all the opportunities that 

it has presented him with and he 

hopes that everyone else would take 

advantage of the opportunities offered 

here. The Loughlin experience has 

been a roller coaster for Tatsuya 

Rivera but he will continue to work 

hard as 

Jayden Shamoun 

Jayden Shamoun, a Senior of the 

graduating class of 2018, is an excep-

tional and well-rounded student. His 

story began when he first came to 

Bishop Loughlin. His grandfather at-

tended Bishop Loughlin in the year of 

1972 and he strongly recommended 

that his grandson should attend the 

school. Jaden was also attracted to the 

amazing music program here at 

Loughlin. All of these things S his 

decision to come to Loughlin which 

has helped him grow in so many 

ways. Since coming he has been in-

volved in a variety of activities. He 

has participated in the senior honors 

band, been music director of small 

and advanced band, and has taken 

challenging honors and AP classes. 

Jaden has made many memories but 

the one that he recalls as his best ex-

perience here at Loughlin is when he 

plays his guitar solos and all of the 

schools shows. If you could do one 

thing differently during his time and 

Loughlin, Jaden says he would want 

to redo freshman year and show more 

effort in his grades and his social life. 

In relation to that, advice that he 

would give to all underclassmen is 

"do what you've got to do, do your 

work or get out because you're wast-

ing your time and everyone else's 

time.” Next on Jaden's agenda is to go 

to college to major in music produc-

tion and engineering he wants to get a 

job and live successful life. Jaden is 

ranked 32 out of 168 and his graduat-

ing class. He is a determined hard 

worker who is had his goals for life 

and wants to shape his own future.  

     The hustle and bustle  of the classroom that day served as the perfect tarp for my 

anxiousness.  My leg shook rhythmically as I clicked my pen repeatedly, jotting 

down notes into my binder..  It wasn’t every day  I was asked to interview some-

one, much less someone from my grade.  There in front of me sat Rebecca John:  

carefully articulating the answer to my question as her wavy ombre dark brown-to-

blond hair swayed in its ponytail. Her dark brown eyes darted from me to the ceil-

ing as she pursed her lips to concentrate. 

     I felt like I was becoming reacquainted with an old friend, which I was—

Rebecca and I had been friends since kindergarten, back in simpler times. But it 

was predestined that we’d have a falling out; we’d gravitated toward different peo-

ple and interests and came into newer versions of our five-year-old selves, even 

more so our fifteen-year-old selves. She was almost four months away from turning eighteen; I’d be seventeen in two 

weeks. When Mrs. Bratichak put our names together to be partnered up for the assignment, I thought we’d have very little 

in common. As one could imagine, I was very wrong.  

     Since freshmen year, Rebecca has been involved in Lasallian Youth, Band, and has maintained a dedicated spot on the 

school’s volleyball team. In her junior year, she took on the responsibilities of being a House Executive (she was one out 

of three juniors to do so), worked her way into the National Honor Society, and helped out on the Junior Committee. Sen-

ior year holds much prospect for her, as she fights to not let all of her outstanding extracurriculars overcome her in addition 

to assuming the role of Vice President of Lasallian Youth, a group that holds a special place in her heart. She’s more than 

capable of doing so, as she not only has determination, but spunk and an upbeat attitude. 

     As busy as Rebecca seems, she only plan on being busier in the future. She plans on pursuing an architectural career. 

Though, in the meantime, like every senior, she has colleges she wants to apply to. Her agenda is quite full: she wants to 

learn how to cook because she plans to dorm, she wants to draw and paint more often, and she wants to focus more on self-

care, like going natural with her hair and taking care of her skin and body. Her main goal for right now (as she likes to stay 

in the moment) is to get into a college with a phenomenal architectural program that she has her eyes on.  

      As or her Loughlin career, Rebecca is both dreading saying goodbye to her legacy, but eager to begin the next chapter 

in her life. Loughlin has influenced her character in a way that she has constantly evolved. It’s not to say she’s changed 

wildly, but she’s become more of a goal-oriented and ambitious young woman. In her words: “Ever since I stepped into 

Loughlin, I earned my positions and I take pride into what I do.” When I asked her what advice she has for underclassmen, 

a grin spread from cheek to cheek; over the past few years, she’s enjoyed getting to know new people, especially those 

younger than her. She responded, “My advice to underclassmen is to become involved in clubs, sports, and activities. I 

think that’s the best way to enjoy every year and build memories with new people.” 

     The toughest road she’ll embark on is the transition rom Loughlin to college. Though she has several friends, she does-

n’t have anyone she knows of who wants to major in architecture. (I myself can relate with film and production). “I defi-

nitely know I‘ll be going to college by myself,” she said. “I’m going to be extremely sad because Loughlin is my whole 

life, and I don’t want to leave… even though I need to open a new chapter in my lie, it’s hard to say goodbye.” An this can 

resonate with most seniors.  

     At the end of my interview, I rediscovered why I was fond of Rebecca John: her charisma, spirit, and resilience are all 

admirable. Like myself, she’s a dreamer, a girl with goals, an architect of dreams, if you will. Loughlin has proven to be a 

life-changing experience for her, as she’s found her passions as stuck with them since her freshman year. Now as she goes 

into fulfilling her dreams and shaking up the world, just as many of my fellow Loughlinites will probably do, I’m sure of 

it, she’ll always keep a part of her heart purple and gold, to remind her of where she comes from. 

Rebecca John  
By Cheyenne Edwards 

Isaac Bediako 
By Alexander Jackson 

     Isaac Bediako is a fellow senior at Lough-

lin, who was born in Ghana on September 9, 

2000, and left for America when he was 2 

years old. I got to ask Isaac a couple questions 

about himself and this is what I learned: When 

Isaac ‘grows up,’ he wants to be an actor. He 

enjoys getting into characters in English class 

when he reads, and could see himself doing it 

for a living. He “sees [himself] signing up for 

a play in college,” and if he pursues that path 

in life, who knows, we may have a future ce-

lebrity in our midst. Speaking of celebrities, 

some of Isaac’s happiest times are when he 

gets to meet them. “I always wanted to meet a 

celebrity, so one day I just went on Google 

and typed in ‘how to meet a celebrity?’” He 

has been mere feet away and taken pictures 

with Remy Ma, Victoria Justice, the Bella 

Twins, and many more. He’s also worked at 

the Ms. Universe pageant and read fanmail 

with last year’s winner. When he’s not meet-

ing celebrities and whatnot, Isaac plays soccer 

and does track and field. At home Isaac likes 

to watch Netflix, the History (his favorite sub-

ject) Channel, sleep, and make money. When 

asked what was the one thing he wanted peo-

ple to know about him, he said he “enjoys liv-

ing life one day at a time.” 
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The Arts “Spring” into Action at Loughlin 
 

Arts & Entertainment 

 

Give Us Your Blood - Blood Drive 2018 
By  Samuel Sexton 

& Deneana Nazaire 

 

 Organized by the National Honors Society, BLMHS students 

gathered to donate their flood again on April 18, 2018. This was the 

school’s most successful blood drive they have ever had, with more 

students participating in the huge event with the New York City 

blood center. The Blood Drive has had a huge success over the years. 

In 2015 Bishop Loughlin was awarded for donating the most blood, 

winning the 2015 Pacesetter award. For three years we were the num-

ber one school for donating blood. On April 20th, we gave out 52 

bags, or 126 pints of blood with over 100 people who signed up.  

 As the students donate their blood with a New York City 

blood center it gives us Loughlinites a better understanding on what 

the whole purpose is in making a big step like this to help so many 

people in New York City and giving them a better chance to see an-

other day. Donating blood is important for leadership, and has played 

a major role in religious and academic life, displaying our values as a 

school of understanding, hard work, motivation, and warmth.  

 Agreeing with this sentiment was senior Shania Lugo, the 

Blood Captain who helped organize and run the event. “Giving blood 

saves more lives than you think.” 
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By Samuel Sexton 

         The weekend of March 16th, Bishop 

Loughlin held its annual school musical. 

This year’s show was Seussical the Musi-

cal. Featuring dozens of students singing 

songs inspired by the works of the legen-

dary Dr. Seuss and directed by Mr. John-

son, the musical was a huge hit with its au-

dience, reminding everyone that “a person’s 

a person, no matter how small.” 

 When asked for his opinion on the 

show, Mr. Johnson said, “This was the most 

fun I’ve had with a show at BLMHS. The 

cast was great and they deserve all the 

credit.” This was his second time directing, 

but the third show of his career at Loughlin. 

We at the Jamesonian thank him for a 

“Seuss-tastic” evening. 

 Marquis Ellis, who played one of 

the villainous Wickersham brothers, re-

flected on the show, saying “this 

was my first ever experience as 

an actor and the process was 

worth it and I learned so much 

from Ms. Medina and Mr. John-

son.” 

 A few weeks later on 

April 27th, Loughlin held its 

41st Annual spring show, which 

was in one word, spectacular! 

Filled with 300 performers, and 

50 seniors participating in 

groups like African dance, Chorus and the 

school band, we have accomplished some 

amazing results. 

The Spring Show was organized by Mr. 

Maffei, who has spent 40 years at BLMHS 

making sure the Winter and Spring concerts 

showcase as many talented students as pos-

sible. 

We also got feedback from some of the au-

dience of the two performances. Here are 

their responses: 

Mr. Santiago 

“Both shows were fun and dynamic to see 

as well as all of the actors, dancers and 

singers integrated into such a smooth pro-

duction with beautiful costumes and sets.” 

Shiva Anglade 

“It’s beautiful that students can come to-

gether and inspire you to go up on stage.” 

Mr. Maffei flanked by members of the school band after 

a successful practice 

The stars of Seussical the Musical 
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Sports 

The Lady Lions Roar into the 2018 Softball Season 
              By Jiaqi Liu       

 The 2018 spring season 

for Bishop Loughlin Varsity 

Softball kicked off with Mr. 

Callahan as the new Head 

Coach and Ms. Proce as the 

Assistant Coach during this 

transitional season. As Coach 

Callahan stated, “It is my phi-

losophy for the girls to de-

velop their skills, be commit-

ted, unite as a team, but most 

importantly have fun¨. The 

team consisted of returning 

seniors; Brianna Bishop (LF), 

Tyler Hector (3B), Elissa Hill 

(RF), Emily Lopez (CF), Fran-

cesca Jean Louis (3B), Jas-

mine Martinez (SS), Vanessa 

Pagan (2B), Chanoa Pruitt (C), 

Briana Strachn (RF), Domi-

nique Williams (P), and Aliah 

Whitley (2B); along with 

sophomore Ashanti Pallet. 

Joining the returning players 

were; juniors Shiva Anglade 

(SS), Fayone Brown (1B), and 

Jiaqi Liu (P). 

 Coach Callahan and As-

sistant Coach Proce, along 

with the 

Varsity 

players 

and man-

agers, 

faced 

Nazareth 

Regional 

High 

School as 

their first 

away game under rough 

weather conditions. Addition-

ally, the following week, Var-

sity Softball faced Christ the 

King, as well as Nazareth 

again. The games went back 

and forth, with the Lady Lions 

finally defeating each team 

once, and bringing the victory 

home. It was the first time in 

over 6 years that Loughlin 

Softball has beaten Christ the 

King. Nia Whindleton, senior 

Varsity manager, stated, ¨My 

love for 

the girls 

will  

never 

change. 

They are 

all strong 

and pas-

sionate. 

They 

just need 

to communicate with each  

other more, be more open-

minded. In the end, we will all 

come together and strive to 

reach our full potential.¨ Nia 

has seen the team improve 

throughout her two years as 

the Varsity Softball manager.  

 With only a few weeks 

left for the 2018 Softball sea-

son, the team captains’ Emily 

Lopez, Jiaqi Liu, and Tyler 

Hector continue to work 

alongside Coach Callahan and 

Proce to improve the team's 

skills in order to prepare for 

the upcoming playoffs. 

 As the season and the 

school year reaches its end, the 

Lady Lions will soon be facing 

their last opponents which are: 

Bishop Kearney, St. Agnes, 

McClancy, and St. Edmunds. 

Furthermore, as the senior ath-

letes and managers participate 

in their last games, sophomore 

and junior team members will 

continue to strive for a terrific 

2019 Softball season. 

Are you looking for more news coverage?  

 We are too!  

Become a writer for 

The Jamesonian.   

Meetings are Wednesday afternoons.   

See Mr. Ryan in room 217 for details.  

The girls varsity team is poised for victory. 

Come out and support Loughlin’s newest team.          

Bishop Loughlin Rugby   

JV Softball Team Finishes the 

Season on a High Note 
By Phinette Edwards 

 

 Bishop Loughlin’s JV softball team finished 

up a remarkable season. 
 

 Bishop Loughlin’s JV Girls 2018 Softball 

year goes down in the books as a season to remem-

ber! The first game that's the Lady Lions played 

against Saint Joseph high school, they started off 

strong and aggressive. They got easy home runs on 

the offensive side, and had countless great defense of 

plays by getting outs. However, even though they 

met some obstacles along the way against competi-

tive teams (Saint Edmunds and Bishop Carney), they 

still thought through, ending the incredible season 7-

5. 
 

 Some star players are Chenelle C (pitcher/

first base), Michelle M (pitcher/first base/ shortstop), 

Jayda V (second base), Rianna S (center field/third 

base), and Phinette E (pitcher/first base/shortstop). 

Thanks to these five and all of our team for a won-

derful season! 

Sports of Yester-Year 


