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Birds of prey soar into Earth Day assembly
By Sika Attikesse
Birds of prey swooped down
of Bishop Loughlin’s auditorium
on Wednesday, April 26 in celebration of Earth Day. Mr. Brian
Bradley, a master falconer came
well-prepared with live birds in an
entertaining and informative assembly on birds of prey. The
presentation
included
owls,
hawks, falcons, as well as small
hunting dogs.
Students were fascinated by
the size and abilities of these hunting birds. Bradley allowed everyone in the auditorium to have an
up-close and personal look at the
birds as his wireless microphone
allowed him to navigate around
the room. One of the more exciting portions of the assembly was

when an eagle owl swooped down
from the balcony, seeming to
nearly graze the heads of dozens
of students, only to land on Brad-

dents, as well as some teachers
must suffer from Ornithophobia,
the abnormal and irrational fear of
birds as more than a couple of stu-

presentation. In addition to these
theatrics, the assembly informed
students about these birds’ capabilities, habits, diets, and habitats.
Using a variety of lures, students learned how Bradley trains
these skilled animals. Many students were surprised (and terrified) to learn that many of these
birds can even be found right here
in Brooklyn. Loughlin students
are already looking forward to
another enthralling Earth Day assembly in 2018.

Brian Bradley imparts some wisdom on birds of prey

Interested in more pictures and
video of this assembly?
Visit the Jamesesonian

ley’s outstretched arm. It was
clear at this point that some stu-

dents either screamed or hid during this dramatic part of the

Website.

Freshman class reflects upon the future at retreat
By Abigail Branch
On Tuesday April 25, the
class of 2020 journeyed to Kearny
New Jersey to visit The Archdiocesan Youth Retreat Center for
their first Loughlin retreat experience. Upon arriving at the retreat
center, students began the day
with a mass. After mass, students
were divided into smaller groups
for the day’s activities. The activities started with icebreakers, allowing students the chance to
form stronger connections. In

In this
Edition:

addition, students were asked to
reflect upon the school year. Stu-

were encouraged to write down
goals, hopes and dreams for the

A chapel at The Archdiocesan Youth Retreat Center

wiring because “it gave us a
chance to think about our future.”
According to the retreat center
website, The center affords all
who enter the opportunity to experience their faith, grow in their
Christian identity, and celebrate
life in a safe environment. The
Archdiocesan Youth Retreat Center is one of the area’s largest retreat centers. Despite the gloomy
weather, students enjoyed this trip
and are looking forward to future
retreat opportunities.

dents were also asked write a letter to their future selves. Students

future. One student, Kajol
Doolcharran enjoyed the letter
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Opinion

Learning to live with terrorism
By: John Perez
In the United States, we may
tend feel a certain sense of security. The Department of Homeland
Security works extremely hard in
protecting the American people
from outside threats. But sometimes the worst happens, and
places like San Bernardino, Orlando, and Boston are the scenes
of death and destruction. As a
nation, we aer able to overcome
the hardships that come about
from such devastating attacks.
However, more and more attacks
are being carried out by individuals who are determined to disrupt/
destroy Western culture. Recently, two Western democratic cities
were attacked, St. Petersburg and
London. 10 people were killed in
the Tekhnologichesky Institute
metro station on April 4th. Four
individuals were killed and dozens were injured on the Westminster Bridge; one of the victims
was a married father from Utah.
Terror attacks such as those mentioned are meticulously planned
out by the perpetrators, and you
don’t know when they will strike.

have to say about this? Sixty seniors were asked whether they
were worried about terror attack
in the United States. Over 80 percent of the population surveyed
was very concerned or worried
about a possible terror attack.
Now, it is imperative that amidst
the very real threat of a terror attack, it is important to stay vigilant and alert of anything that
looks suspicious, especially in the
subway. New Yorkers have been
weary of suspicious activity in
the past and we help each other in
times of need. Despite terrorist
acts being committed by people
from many cultures and religions,
people of Muslim faith seem to
suffer by this religious association. We also must be considerate
and receptive to the Muslims who
wish to contribute to society.
Their culture is beautiful and it is
being tarnished by those who
claim to be fighting for Allah.
Living in a world where terrorist
attacks have become commonplace requires that we be vigilant
about our security without unfairly judging others.

What do Loughlin students
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Loughlin Lions mingle with wolves
By Jiaqi Liu
On March 22nd, students
of Bishop Loughlin along with
Mr. Schell, attended an exciting
field trip experience at The Wolf
Conservation Center located in
South Salem, NY. The purpose of
The Wolf Conservation Center is
to promote wolf conservation by
teaching about them, their relationship to the environment, and
the human role in protecting their
future. They achieve this goal

tinct in 1980.
During the field trip, students learned the role of the

are raised by a dedicated group of
staff and volunteers from early in
their puppyhood. Because the
ambassadors will never live free

Center having experienced an
amazing view of wolves and having a better understanding of the
importance that the Wolf Conservation Center represents. Loughlinite Cynthia Isaac Doug had a
great time, “I enjoyed learning
about wolves and the different
kinds that exist, as well as learning their place of origin. And I
loved seeing them for the first
time.¨ Students enjoyed this thrilling experience.

Students prepare to dance with the wolves.

Gray Ambassador Wolf
through programs that offer vital
information, such as the impact of
the wolves and the ecological
benefits that wolves have in the
environment. The center protects
7 of the 113 Mexican Gray
Wolves that habitat in the United
States and is home to 9 Red
Wolves that were considered ex-

wolves throughout history and
why it´s been a challenge to protect this species. While visiting
this wolf sanctuary, students had
the opportunity to meet the center´s four ¨Ambassador Wolves.¨
These wolves, named Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr live in a big
open area on the Wolf Center
grounds. According to the Wolf
Center website, An ambassador
wolf is an exhibit wolf tasked
with inspiring adults and children
to understand the importance of
wild wolves. At the Wolf Conservation Center, the ambassadors

in the wild, staff and volunteers
strive to thank them every day for
helping people better understand
their wild counterparts. The staff
of the center explained that the
wolves here were fed with roadkill or food donated from the local
Whole Foods supermarket.

White Ambassador Wolf

Interested in video
from this trip?

Atka, Alawa, Nikai and
Zephyr help to symbolize the
fragile relationship between humans and wolves. They transmit
an educational message to the
guests that visit the facility. Students left the Wolf Conservation

Visit the
Jamesesonian
website.

Blood donations produce A+ (positive) result
By Mouhamed Diakhate
Students of Bishop Loughlin
Memorial High School have been
honored with an award from the
New York Blood Center. Loughlin has the most donations as well
as the highest average of blood
donations in Brooklyn. The 2016
-2017 school year witnessed
Loughlinites donating 141 pints
of life-saving blood. Throughout
this current school year, Loughlin
had the privilege of hosting two
blood drives. Despite voluminous
students participating in the drive,
many people do not know some
basic facts about blood donation.

According to the New York Blood Center website:

NYBC and The Diocese of Brooklyn honor Loughlin donors.



2,000 donations are needed
each day in the New York
community for patients who
require a lifesaving blood and/
or platelet transfusion



·You can donate if you are
age 17 (16 with written consent from a parent or guardian) and weigh a minimum of
110 pounds and are in good
health.



·All donated blood, even donations from repeat donors, is
tested for blood type, hepatitis, HIV, syphilis, and other
transmissible diseases.
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Senior Spotlight

The class of 2017 shares
On lessons learned:
We are supposed to have faith in God
that everything that we are going
through is in God’s hands and once we
keep our faith, our prayers will be answered. Service in our community is also something very important. We should
give our time and our love to those in
need.
-Rhianna Crawford-Davis

The most important lesson I
learned in Loughlin was to never expect things to be handed to
you, that you have to work hard
to get things done then you will
be rewarded.
-Shanai Binns
The most important lesson I
have learned during my time
at BLMHS is to apply extraordinary effort into things
I desire. It makes me see that
all things can be achieved
and improves work ethic,
which is essential to any
form of success.

On memorable experiences:

My most memorable experience
as a Loughlinite was qualifying
and running at Nationals during
my track and field career.
-Ryan Blandford

My favorite would probably
have to be the 3 point shootout.
-Jordan Griffin

-Evani Polanco

My four years at Bishop
Loughlin has taught me
so much about myself
and how far I can go in
life. The most important
lesson that learned is
how to be leader.
Through faculty, students, activities, and
classes I have developed
confidence, humility, and
so much more.
-Jaysalee Salcedo

-Ken Commissiong

My most memorable experience
at Loughlin would most definitely have to be the Loughlin vs.
CTK home game in 2014 during
my freshman year. The crowd
turnout for Loughlin students
was just amazing and so was the
atmosphere and school pride. It
made me feel proud to attend
Loughlin.
-Rose Valcin

The most important lesson I
learned in BLMHS was to
be true to myself and to find
whatever made me happy
within the building and give
my all to that.

Most memorable experience as a
Loughlinite would be cheering for the
boys in 2016 at the Brooklyn/Queens
championship as well as the City
Championships. The atmosphere and
my cheer sisters and I, all taking in the
exciting moment was something I will
never forget.
-Shanice Ogaldez

My most memorable experience as a
Loughlinite was during my junior
year when my class and I were taken
on a trip. That was the first time in a
long time that I really felt like a family with all of them and it was honestly
an amazing and fun experience.
-Briana Alvelo

My most memorable experience
as a Loughlinite was when first
received principal’s list. It was a
hot summer morning and my
class had homeroom in the auditorium for quarterly academic
awards. When my name was
called and I received the award, I
felt like I did something that I
thought I could not achieve, so it
was a great moment for me.
-Dejon St.Rose-Cuffy
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Senior Spotlight

some words of wisdom
On those who made an impact:
The friends that I made in
Loughlin had a impact on
my life because they
brought me out of my
shell. This shell I was in
made me quiet and very
isolated freshman year
but after meeting them
that soon changed.

My teachers have made a great impact on my life, they challenged me
to do my best at things that I didn’t
know I can do.

Coach Gerard of the basketball program
because he has been a role model and he
has also helped me to become a better person.
-Isaiah Pooler

-Rhianna Crawford-Davis

-Shanai Binns

Ms. Burns has made an impact
on my life. From freshman year
when she taught me Global Studies she always had the courage in
me to push myself. She always
knew what I was capable of and
made sure I never fell short of
my assignments.
-Shanice Ogaldez

The entire science department made
me continue my love for science and
join the Arthur Ashe Institute for Urban Health (AAIUH), which opened
doors to what I want to do in my future.

Many people have made significant
impacts on my life; however Mr. Foley was the first person to help me
expand on my leadership skills by
inviting me to the leadership retreat
in freshman year.

-Zakiya Briggs

-Arlene Niles

Words of advice to underclassmen:

Focus on your schoolwork
and finish each year strong
and make good relationships
with your teachers.

Get involved in activities, go to games and
participate in as many things as possible because colleges will be looking for those type
of things. Challenge yourself to take honor
or AP classes although they will be challenging, they do benefit you in many ways.

-Ibrahim Barry

My advice to underclassmen is to
really make the best of your high
school years. Believe it or not, it
does go by fast. Always remain in
your books and choose your
friends wisely.
-Shania Jones

-Capri Webster

The advice that I would give to
an underclassmen is to persevere
through their challenges, whether
it be socially or academically. Also, I would tell them to be kind
to one another, no matter how
difficult it may be.
-Dejon St.Rose-Cuffy

I advise all freshmen to make the next
four years count. High school goes by
so quickly so they cannot spend their
time messing around. Although it is
good to be strong inside the classroom
with high grades, they also have to
venture out and join clubs. It will help
them make new friends and find different passions.
-Arlene Niles
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Loughlin Life

Loughlin students attend free college rally
By Lauren Stewart
The offices of Governor Andrew Cuomo offered Bishop
Loughlin students the unique opportunity to witness a historical
moment at LaGuardia College on
Wednesday, April 12 as he introduced a new policy to provide
free college tuition for almost a
million New York State Students. Mr. Callahan, along students in his AP history class experienced the excitement of a political rally with important historical
significance. The new program,
name the Excelsior Scholarship, is
designed to allow all New York
State high students the chance to
attend college.
Governor Cuomo’s website
explains that under this groundbreaking program, more than
940,000 middle-class families and

individuals
making
up
to
$125,000 per year will qualify to
attend college tuition-free at all
CUNY and SUNY two- and fouryear colleges in New York State.
The new program begins in the

tunity for free college.
Students will be required to
maintain a minimum grade point
average necessary for the successful completion of classes. Another
rule requires students to live and

Governor Cuomo and Hillary Clinton celebrate free college program.

fall of 2017 and will be phased in
over three years. In New York
City, the Governor’s office estimates that almost 462,000 students will now have the oppor-

work in-state for the same number
of years after graduation as they
received the scholarship while in
school. This means that students
who graduate after receiving free

tuition for four years must live in
New York for four more years or
be required to pay back the tuition. Another important factor is
that this program covers tuition
only. Room and board expenses
for those who choose to dorm at
school will not be covered under
this program.
The rally was very exciting as
Governor Cuomo was not the only famous speaker. Recent Presidential Candidate Hillary Clinton
also spoke at the rally. Clinton
stressed the importance of dreams
and how she believes paying for
college should not be a reason to
defer or delay dreams. The Excelsior Scholarship program has the
ability to positively affect many
New York families by allowing
students to pursue their dreams.

Student writers earn high praise
By Sika Attikesse
& Abigail Branch
On Monday, May 15, students
gathered in the library to hear
readings by the winners of the annual Blogin writing contest. This
writing contest is held every year.
Each year, students are assigned a
theme. This year’s contest required students to write a poem or
a short story based on the William
Shakespeare play, As You Like It.
Writers were asked to include the

line “I like this place and could
willingly waste my time in it."

The Blogin Literary Event
Contestants had to use the quote in
their writings or use it as inspira-

An underclassmen reacts to the graduation of the seniors
By Remi Rivera

tion. All who submitted a piece
received extra credit in their English classes and received House
Points as well.

op Loughlin
School.

Memorial

High

Mr. Frank, the school librarian who is an organizer of this annual contest expressed his pleasure at being part of it. Mr. Frank
says the Blogin contest “gives
writers a chance to be heard, not
only rd, because performance can
enhance one’s work.” It is clear to
all that there are many talented
writers walking the halls of Bish-

1st Place: Minh Tran (Danny)

Winners:

2nd Place: Paul Bolis
3rd place: Simone John
Honorable Mention:
Jaiqi Liu
Cheyene Edwards

Are you looking
sports coverage?
We are too!
Become a writer for

The Jamesonian.
Meetings are Wednesday afternoons.
See Mr. Sackman in room 314.

